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Preface
This is the second in a series of anthologies of the plays of the Japanese traditional comedic performing art of Kyogen. The first was a general introduction, containing at least one play from each of the 15 categories, and it was published by The Japan Times, Tokyo, Japan in 1989, under the title of The Kyogen Book.. This volume consists of the plays that contain female characters. Subsequent volumes will contain one or more categories of plays. Kyogen  has a total of seventy eight plays in which female characters appear. This anthology contains sixty nine, and the other ten, Hikkukuri  (Caught in a Sack--Izumi School version), Inabado (The Drunken Wife), Kagami Otoko (The Mirror), Kawakami  (Sight Gained and Lost), Mizu Kake Muko (The Water-Throwing Son-in-Law), Mizu Kumi (Drawing Water), Oni-Gawara (The Demon-Faced Tile), Rokunin So  (Six Shaved Heads), Setsubun  (A Demon in Love), Yase Matsu  (Skinny Pine)) are found in The Kyogen Book (The Japan Times: Tokyo, 1989). Sources of the original Japanese language scripts that were used as the basis for these translations are noted at the end of each play. 
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