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MC: I am a resident of this neighborhood. Today is our local festival and I have been appointed Master of Ceremonies this year. But I have a most bothersome problem. First I will call my wife and discuss the matter with her. I say, Wife, are you there?

WIFE: Here I am, here I am. 

MC: I have a matter to discuss with you concerning my appointment as Master of Ceremonies for the festival today. First come all the way in here. 

WIFE: You've got me worried, tell me what it is.

MC: As you are well aware, the one who serves as Master of Ceremonies is responsible for providing a young boy to serve as archer as well as the horse and all the other equipment necessary for carrying out the ceremonial horseback archery. I have already prepared all these things except the young boy archer and this is the problem that bothers me. Just what am I to do? 

WIFE: What is this. What a careless man you are! As you were appointed to serve as the Master of Ceremonies for our important festival that is held but once a year, how could you neglect finding a young boy up until now?

MC: But I have gone around throughout even all the surrounding villages searching for an appropriate young boy, but as there is not a single one anywhere, there was no more I could do.

WIFE: Do you think you can conduct the festival just saying you could not find one? If you do, you will bring down the wrath of the deity. Do you think the people of the neighborhood would let you get by with that?! This is just another result of your habitual laziness. It is because you always neglect your social duties that things have come to this pass.

MC: No matter how one may work to fulfill one's social obligations or how fine one's accomplishments may be in that direction, there is no way to provide a young boy when there is none. 

WIFE: It is just because you think that way that you find yourself short of a young boy archer. In other neighborhoods there are also people who have no young boys, but they always find some clever what to provide one and carry out their duties as Master of Ceremonies up to this time, have they not?

MC: That is most likely because they had clever wives who found a young boy to hire for the job.

WIFE: Are you not ashamed to talk such nonsense? Both women and men have their different roles to play. Have I ever asked you to take up a needle and sew? I tell you, this sort of thing is a man's job. 

MC: You may be right about that, but the festival is today, right now, so what am I to do without a young boy archer? 

WIFE: What can I possibly do about it? This matter you must solve through the judgment of your own heart. 

MC: If that is the case, I have already decided that if I asked a certain thing of you and you agreed to cooperate, we will have ourselves a truly fine young boy archer.

WIFE: If it means we can provide a young boy archer, no matter what it might be, how could I not agree to cooperate?

MC: In that case, everything is ready. In any case, it is quite impossible to provide a young boy when there is none, so you must become the young boy archer yourself for the festival.

WIFE: Oh, how frightful, how very frightful! When did a woman ever appear before the deity to act as archer for the horseback archery ceremony? 

MC: Well, all you have to do is wear a hat pulled well down to hide your face so that you do not look like a woman. I will dress you for the role, so you have no need at all for concern on that score.

WIFE: No matter how well you may disguise me, to have a woman play the role of the young boy archer for the festival would, to begin with, be deceiving the deity. Do you think we would be able to profit from the good will of the deity if we were to do such a thing? Even hearing you speak of it makes me tremble with fear.

MC: Well, I must say, you speak with most poor understanding. In such a difficult emergency as this, who has time to think of punishment or profit? Whatever the means utilized, the only question here is whether the festival is carried out or not. Thus I humbly beg of you to become the young boy archer. 

WIFE: No matter what you say to explain it, this is a most bothersome thing to do, but as you insist so persistently, I will do anything you ask. But what am I to do about breast feeding the baby? 

MC: This is indeed a serious problem. What are we to do? Just breast feed it long in advance. 

WIFE: Oh, no. The festival goes on for a very long time. I cannot leave it alone for so very long.

MC: In that case, take care to carry it deep enough in the breast of your costume that it will not be seen. 

WIFE: But if I fall off the horse, the baby will surely be hurt.

MC: I will hold the horse's muzzle tightly, so I am sure you will not fall off. 

WIFE: If that is the case, I will get myself ready. 

MC: Now, do you know how to handle a bow and arrow and shoot from horseback?

WIFE: Since it is done every year, I remember well how they do it.

MC: That is good to know. Get yourself ready quickly. 

WIFE: With all my heart. (Both exit.) 

HEAD WORSHIPPER: I am a resident of this neighborhood. Today is our neighborhood festival. Every year the horseback archery ceremony is carried out in the presence of the deity. It is the custom for the man who has been appointed Master of Ceremonies for the year to provide a young boy archer and have him shoot arrows from horseback. And this is what makes the festival truly wondrous. In the years when the target is hit, we have a good harvest, but when it is not hit, some misfortune always appears. As this has been the tradition since times long past, not only the Master of Ceremonies, but also all the parishioners in the entire neighborhood purify their bodies in advance and renew their faith in preparation for carrying out today's sacred festival. In other words, after prayers have been offered, everybody gathers at the chapel to receive sacred wine. Thus when it is time for the horseback archery ceremony to take place, everybody is gathered at the sanctuary. Even though it is still a bit early, I intend to go gather the others and set out on our way. Truly, I sincerely hope that this year as usual the target will be hit. Out of concern over this matter, it is always difficult to calm one's heart until the festival is completed. Well, here I am already. Hello in there. Is anybody home? 

WORSHIPPER ONE: Well, someone is at the door. Who is there? 

HEAD WORSHIPPER: It is I. I must say, the festival today is a most joyous event.

WORSHIPPER ONE: As you say, it is a most joyous event indeed. 

HEAD WORSHIPPER: Well now, even though it is still a bit early, I intend to go gather the others and set out on our way. What do you think? 

WORSHIPPER ONE: Everybody has said the same thing, and they are already gathered here together. 

HEAD WORSHIPPER: That is good indeed. Then let us be on our way.

WORSHIPPER ONE: Wait right there for a moment. I will go bring them out here. I say, I say, is everybody there? 

WORSHIPPERS: We are all here. 

WORSHIPPER ONE: Somebody (name of actor play HEAD WORSHIPPER) has come to get us. Let us be on our way.

WORSHIPPER TWO: That is a fine idea. Come, come, Everybody. Let us all be on our way. 

REMAINING WORSHIPPERS: With all our hearts. 

HEAD WORSHIPPER: You all came very early. The festival today is a most joyous event for all of us.

REMAINING WORSHIPPERS: That it is indeed. 

HEAD WORSHIPPER: Let us hurry now to the forest, look the market over, and then go to the sanctuary.

WORSHIPPER ONE: That is a fine idea. Come, come. let us all be on our way.

REMAINING WORSHIPPERS: With all our hearts. (Begin trip.)

HEAD WORSHIPPER: Do you not all agree that while each and every year at the time of the sacred festival, everybody in the entire neighborhood gathers together, it is always a bustling and jolly time?

WORSHIPPER TWO: Though the festival takes place every year, when the time approaches, huge crowds of people always come out for it. 

HEAD WORSHIPPER: Well, here we are already. Let us have a look at the market. 

REMAINING WORSHIPPERS: That is a fine idea. 

HEAD WORSHIPPER: Is it not a huge and bustling market?

WORSHIPPER ONE: Truly, all sorts of shops have been set up here.

HEAD WORSHIPPER: This one sells tea ceremony utensils.

WORSHIPPER ONE: Truly, here are hot water pots. 

WORSHIPPER TWO: Tea cups and tea caddies. 

WORSHIPPER THREE: What fine tea caddies they are. 

WORSHIPPER ONE: That tea caddy there is just right for me.

HEAD WORSHIPPER: And, oh, look here. This is a shop full of children's toys.

WORSHIPPER THREE: I will buy this as a souvenir.

(The WORSHIPPERS continue commenting on the various types of merchandise available, including weapons and horse trappings.) 

HEAD WORSHIPPER: Look, look. It seems as though the festival has begun already for everything has suddenly become lively. 

WORSHIPPER ONE: No, no, it has not started yet. 

WORSHIPPER TWO: Yet it has, and they are clearing the way for the horse to pass through.

HEAD WORSHIPPER: It is starting earlier this year than usual. 

WORSHIPPER ONE: Probably the Master of Ceremonies has put forth greater effort than usual.

(The curtain rises, and then after a pause it lowers again, then it rises once more to the following dialogue.) 

MC: The horse is coming, the horse is coming. 

HERALD: Clear the way for the horse, clear the way. 

MC: Make sure you hit the target. 

HEAD WORSHIPPER: The horseback archery ceremony has already begun.

WORSHIPPER ONE: The horse has started running.

WORSHIPPER TWO: I do hope the arrow hits the target.

HEAD WORSHIPPER: Look, look! It hit the target, it hit the target!

REMAINING WORSHIPPERS: Well, what a joyous thing this is. 

MC: The horse is coming, the horse is coming. 

HERALD: Clear the way for the horse, clear the way. 

WORSHIPPERS: Congratulations, congratulations.

MC: Now the boy archer must approach the sanctuary and offer a prayer.

(The BOY ARCHER gets off the horse and sits center stage.)

MC: Now lead your horse to the place of rest. 

HORSEMAN: With all my heart.

(The TARGET BEARER, the HERALD, and the HORSEMEN all exit, and the BOY ARCHER moves to down stage right and sits on a stool.) 

MC: Well now, everything has gone smoothly. The Boy Archer must also take a rest now. 

HEAD WORSHIPPER: Well, I must say, you exerted such great efforts that the ceremony began and ended much earlier than usual. Also, the decorations were most gorgeous, everything was well made and prepared, and above all, the arrow hit the target. and everyone in the neighborhood is most happy about it indeed.

MC: But more than anyone else, please understand how great my own happiness is. 

HEAD WORSHIPPER: Now as usual, let us take the Boy Archer to the chapel and offer him sacred wine.

MC: Oh, wait just a moment. That is not necessary, for the Boy Archer cannot drink a single drop of wine. 

HEAD WORSHIPPER: Whether he can drink or not, it is a celebratory ceremony that is held every year. Let us have him drink just a little bit at least. 

MC: Rather than forcing a Boy Archer to drink who cannot, I will act as proxy for him and receive any number of cupsful you like. 

HEAD WORSHIPPER: If you wish to drink, you may drink as much as you like, but we must have the Boy Archer drink some sacred wine. 

MC: If that is the case, let him drink with his hat still on. 

HEAD WORSHIPPER: What strange things you say. Do you not remember how the ceremony is carried out every year? After the festival is over, it is the custom for the Boy Archer to proceed to the chapel where everybody in the neighborhood greets him face to face to express their gratitude, and after that we serve him sacred wine. What do you mean by suggesting that he not take off his hat?

MC: I have a good reason for suggesting that. As you are well aware, I have no young boy available to play, so I went out and hired a boy to play it, and he only agreed to do so on the condition that he not show his face, so I hired him promising that he would indeed not have to show his face. Thus it would be a pity to force him to show his face now. Please act in accordance with the boy's desire in this matter.

HEAD WORSHIPPER: Well, that just shows how inept you really are, for since it is not something we are doing for the first time this year but that is done each and every year, there is no way you can assert that you are ignorant of our customs. You were in the wrong to hire a Boy Archer who cannot show us his face. In any case, we must not alter our custom. No matter what, we will greet him face to face. 

MC: Well, you speak more unreasonably. Now that thing have come to this pass, no matter how much you insist that the Boy Archer remove is hat and meet you face to face, I will absolutely not allow his hat to be removed. So what will you do about that?

HEAD WORSHIPPER: Well, we understand your stance. (To the WORSHIPPERS.) So now everybody join together here to close in on him and force him to meet us face to face. Let us close in on him! 

WORSHIPPER ONE: With all my heart. (He prepares for battle with a bamboo pole and attacks.) Ei-to, ei-to, ei-to.

MC: Boy Archer, do not let them take off your hat! (The MC also prepares for battle with a thick bamboo pole and counterattacks.) Ei, ei, oh. I will not allow you to touch him! (He stands in front of the Boy Archer and succeeds in protecting him from WORSHIPPER ONE.) 

HEAD WORSHIPPER: What a strong rascal he is!

WORSHIPPER ONE: It is as you say indeed.

HEAD WORSHIPPER: All the rest of you come and join in the attack. I will sneak around behind and take the Boy Archer's hat off. 

REMAINING WORSHIPPERS: We will indeed, with all our hearts. 

(The WORSHIPPERS attack again but the MC succeeds in holding them back. But in the mean time, the HEAD WORSHIPPER sneaks around behind and takes the Boy Archer's hat off.) 

WIFE: Oh, how sad I am, you made my baby cry. 

HEAD WORSHIPPER: You are his wife!

MC: By the three treasures, it appeared.

HEAD WORSHIPPER; You lazy rascals. I'll catch you yet, I'll catch you yet.

(Source: Kyogen Shusei, 394-397, Nogaku Shorin, Tokyo, 1974)

