The Amateur Kidnapper

(Ko Nusubito) 

Gambler

Nurse

Wealthy Man

NURSE  I say, I say, there has never been such a noisy baby as this one. He gives me no time to do my needlework. Even so, this evening, he has dozed off quietly, so I have decided to take him to the inner parlor and leave him there to nap. Oh, how happy, how happy I am. While he naps, I will get some other work done. (She exits.)

(A GAMBLER who is down on his luck decides to break into a WEALTHY MAN's house and steal something to use for collateral to gamble some more. When he breaks in, he finds the baby sleeping on the floor and gets so involved in dandling and playing with it that he both forgets what he came for and makes so much noise that the NURSE hears him, and goes to see what is happening.) 

NURSE  There is a lot of noise in the inner parlor. I wonder what is happening there? Oh, how frightful! A thief has broken in! I say, I say, Master! A thief has broken in! Come quickly, do come quickly! 

WEALTHY MAN  What's that you say, what's that you say!

NURSE  A thief has broken in. 

WEALTHY MAN  Are there many of them, are there many with him? 

NURSE  I have no idea how many there may be.

WEALTHY MAN  I say, I say, a thief has broken in! Guard the back and front, Bring torches! (He dashes into the parlor with his sword drawn, followed by the NURSE.) I'll catch you yet, I'll catch you yet! 

GAMBLER  What is this? Someone has heard me. What a vexing situation. 

WEALTHY MAN  You hateful rascal! You'll not get away! 

GAMBLER  Please do not act rashly. I am not a thief.

WEALTHY MAN  Sneaking into someone's house in the middle of the night, what do you mean you are not a thief?

GAMBLER  I had heard that you have a most lovely parlor, so I came to have a look at it.

WEALTHY MAN  You are still talking nonsense. I will cut you down in one stroke! 

GAMBLER  Here, here. You are much too hasty. Is this not your own baby? 

WEALTHY MAN  It is my baby, but what of that? 

GAMBLER  If you cut me down, you will also cut down your baby. Does that not bother you?

WEALTHY MAN  I will just cut right through that baby too. 

NURSE  Oh, how sad I am. (To the GAMBLER.) Put the baby down and run away.

GAMBLER  If you don't mind cutting the baby down, just slash through us both. 

WEALTHY MAN  I will cut you down in one stroke! 

NURSE  What is this?

GAMBLER  Then go ahead and cut me down. 

WEALTHY MAN  I will cut you down in one stroke! 

NURSE  What is this?

GAMBLER  What is this? (He puts the baby down and runs off.)

GAMBLER  Oh, forgive me, please forgive me. 

WEALTHY MAN  (Chasing out after the GAMBLER.) You hateful rascal! I'll catch you yet, I'll catch you yet!
GAMBLER  Oh, forgive me, please forgive me. 

WEALTHY MAN  I'll catch you yet, I'll catch you yet!

NURSE  (Picking up the baby.) Well, I must say, what a dangerous situation that was. Due to this, I am certain that this baby will live five hundred eight years, and tens of thousand of years more in greatest happiness. Oh, dear baby. Come along with me.

(Source: Shinsen Kyogen Shu, Vol. 11, 143-147, Wanya Shoten, Tokyo, 1930)




