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FATHER-IN-LAW  I am a wealthy man, and a resident of this neighborhood. As today is a most auspicious day, I expect a visit from my new son-in-law. I will call my servant Taro Kaja and give him a job to do. Taro Kaja, are you there?

TARO KAJA  Here.

FATHER-IN-LAW  There you are. 

TARO KAJA  At your service, Sir.

FATHER-IN-LAW  You came quite quickly. The matter I have called you here about is of no great import. As today is a most auspicious day, I expect a visit from my new son-in-law. Have you made the preparations I ordered? 

TARO KAJA  Oh, congratulations. Indeed, I have made all preparations. 

FATHER-IN-LAW  You have done well. Then place it on the plain-wood stand and bring it here. 

TARO KAJA  As you say, Sir. Here, I have brought it.

FATHER-IN-LAW  Let me see, let me see. Well now, I expect my daughter to accompany him. She will likely go directly into the inner room. Send someone out to greet my son-in-law and provide his retainers with food and drink. Let me know when they arrive.

TARO KAJA  As you say, Sir. 

FATHER-IN-LAW  Let me know when he arrives. 

TARO KAJA  With all my heart. 

FATHER-IN-LAW  Eeeei! 

TARO KAJA  Haaaaa!

SON-IN-LAW  I am a new son-in-law, greatly beloved of my father-in-law. As today is a most auspicious day, I have decided to make my Ceremonial First Visit to my father-in-law. First, I will call my wife, and have her come along with me. I say, I say, dear Wife. Where are you, where can you be?

WIFE  What is it you have called me here about? 

SON-IN-LAW  It's of no great import. Today I am going to make the Ceremonial First Visit to my father-in-law that I have been looking forward to for such a long time.

WIFE  Truly, you are dressed up in splendid attire. 

SON-IN-LAW  Do I look all right?

WIFE  You look fine indeed, and my father sent word earlier that he is waiting impatiently for your visit.

SON-IN-LAW  If that is the case, let us be on our way quickly. Come let us go.

WIFE  With all my heart. Come, come. Let us be on our way.

SON-IN-LAW  With all my heart.

WIFE  Truly, when they see us arrive together today, not only my Daddy and my Mommy, but everybody in the entire household will likely be most happy to see us. 

SON-IN-LAW  Since this is my very first time to visit him, when I think of all the windows and hedges full of curious staring eyes at his place, I feel most shy. 

WIFE  Well, after all, since you are a new son-in-law, everybody will most likely be peeking out from the shadows at you. 

SON-IN-LAW  Well now, in preparation for this my Ceremonial First Visit to him, do you not think that my father-in-law must have prepared something special for me? 

WIFE  Since it is your first visit to him, I am certain that out of a desire to entertain you in proper style, he most surely must have prepared a very special meal for you. 

SON-IN-LAW  Oh, that must also be the case, but do you not think that he must have prepared some other special thing for me?

WIFE  Well, are you speaking, perchance, of a wedding gift? 

SON-IN-LAW  (Laughing.) Well, yes, something of that sort is what I mean. 

WIFE  I know nothing very specific, but I have heard that he plans to present you with such things as a gold sword and a considerable amount of money. 

SON-IN-LAW  What's that? You say that he is going to give me a gold sword and some money? 

WIFE  That is correct.

SON-IN-LAW  I say, I say, what a happy thing for him to think of. And when will he give them to me? 

WIFE  Most likely, he will bring them out during the wine drinking. 

SON-IN-LAW  If that is the case, I will have to drink more than just one or two cups. 

WIFE  Truly, as Daddy is most fond of wine, if you also drink heartily, it will likely make him happy.

SON-IN-LAW  Since I am completely unfamiliar with everything, I beg you to do what is right for the whole household.

WIFE  On that score, I assure you, you have no need for concern. Well, here we are already. I will go on inside, so you wait right there for a moment.

SON-IN-LAW  With all my heart.

WIFE  Daddy, we are here. 

FATHER-IN-LAW  Oh, Daughter, it is good you have come.

WIFE  This is a most felicitous day.

FATHER-IN-LAW  It is just as you say. And where is my son-in-law? 

WIFE  He has come as far as the front gate. 

FATHER-IN-LAW  In that case, I will go out to welcome him.

WIFE  Oh, no, that would greatly embarrass him. Just send Taro Kaja for him.

FATHER-IN-LAW  In that case, Taro Kaja. 

TARO KAJA  Haaa!

FATHER-IN-LAW  My son-in-law is waiting at the front gate. Go and bring him in here.

TARO KAJA  As you say, Sir.  I say, I say, Son-in-Law. Come all the way inside. 

SON-IN-LAW  Are you a member of this household? 

TARO KAJA  I am Taro Kaja, the servant of this household. 

SON-IN-LAW  It is my first time here, you see. Is this the way I should go? 

TARO KAJA  Go all the way inside. 

SON-IN-LAW  With all my heart. I request your kind hospitality. 

FATHER-IN-LAW  I congratulate you.

SON-IN-LAW I should have come much sooner, but I have put it off for one reason and another until today.

FATHER-IN-LAW  I have heard that you are extremely busy. I heartily thank you for coming to visit me today. 

SON-IN-LAW  Haaaa!
FATHER-IN-LAW  Taro Kaja, bring the wine cup. 

TARO KAJA  As you say, Sir. I have brought the wine cup.

FATHER-IN-LAW  Will you not drink first?

SON-IN-LAW  I beg you to drink first. 

FATHER-IN-LAW  In that case, I will drink first.

SON-IN-LAW  That is a fine idea.

FATHER-IN-LAW  Taro Kaja, pour for me.

TARO KAJA  As you say, Sir. 

FATHER-IN-LAW  Oh, it is full, it is full. Now while I realize how rude it may seem, Son-in-law, I pass this cup to you.

SON-IN-LAW  And I receive it. 

FATHER-IN-LAW  Taro Kaja, take the cup to him.

TARO KAJA  As you say, Sir. Here is the wine cup. 

SON-IN-LAW  I receive it with all my heart. Father-in-Law, I receive the wine cup.

FATHER-IN-LAW  I hope you will be happy for many long years.

SON-IN-LAW  Haaaa!  (He drinks.) Ho! 

FATHER-IN-LAW  How was it?

SON-IN-LAW  I felt only a cool trickle going down through my chest.

FATHER-IN-LAW  In that case, have another cup to enjoy the flavor.

SON-IN-LAW  If that is the case, I will accept another cup. 

FATHER-IN-LAW  That is best.

TARO KAJA  Come, come. Drink, drink.

SON-IN-LAW  Oh, it is full, it is full. In that case, now I will drink.

FATHER-IN-LAW  Come, come. Drink, drink. It appears that my son-in-law is a good drinker. 

TARO KAJA  It does indeed.

SON-IN-LAW  Oh, how dry it is, how dry! It is a very fine wine, both dry and sweet at once. Well then, now, Father-in-Law, I pass this cup to you.

FATHER-IN-LAW  And I receive it.

SON-IN-LAW  Taro Kaja, take the cup to Father-in-Law. 

TARO KAJA  As you say, Sir. Here is the cup.

FATHER-IN-LAW  I receive it with all my heart. Son-in-Law, now I will drink.

SON-IN-LAW  I regret I have soiled the cup. 

FATHER-IN-LAW  It does not matter.  Pour for me.

TARO KAJA  As you say, Sir. 

FATHER-IN-LAW  Oh, it is full, it is full.

      (The SON-IN-LAW goes to his WIFE.)

WIFE  What is it? 

SON-IN-LAW  The thing we spoke about has not appeared.

WIFE  What is this? I had no idea what you wanted. As it will appear soon, first go back in there.

SON-IN-LAW  It would seem like it should have appeared by now.

FATHER-IN-LAW  What is Son-in-Law talking about?

TARO KAJA  It appears that he has something or other to do. 

FATHER-IN-LAW  Hmm. I wonder where he could have gone.

WIFE  Haaa! He just came to me about something. 

FATHER-IN-LAW  In that case, Daughter, I pass this cup to you.

WIFE  And I receive it. 

FATHER-IN-LAW  Drink a cup in celebration.

WIFE  With all my heart.  Taro Kaja, would you please pour for me?

TARO KAJA  With all my heart. 

WIFE  Oh, it is full, it is full. What is it? 

SON-IN-LAW  Well, I must say, how late it is in appearing. He must have forgotten. You remind him of it.

WIFE  What is this? Even though we are father and daughter, how can I bring myself to speak in such an uncouth manner?

SON-IN-LAW  No, no. It would do no great harm to mention it, for one must begin by taking first what one is supposed to take. 

FATHER-IN-LAW  What it this? Both of them have gone outside again. Taro Kaja, go call them back in. 

TARO KAJA  As you say, Sir. I say, I say, he says that the two of you should come on back inside. 

WIFE  Tell him we will be back in presently.

TARO KAJA  With all my heart. They will be back in presently. 

FATHER-IN-LAW  I understand with all my heart.

WIFE  Come, come. Let us go back inside.

SON-IN-LAW  Oh, it would do no great harm to mention it.

FATHER-IN-LAW  Now where have the two of you been?

WIFE  Oh, as someone came from home about something, we went outside to take care of it. Well now, I pass this cup to you.

FATHER-IN-LAW  Here, here. Then give it to me.

TARO KAJA  Have a full cup. 

WIFE  I congratulate you. 

FATHER-IN-LAW  And you must also be quite happy. Oh, it is full, it is full.

SON-IN-LAW  Well, I must say, you have entertained me well with many delicious delicacies. Now is there anything else that is supposed to appear?

FATHER-IN-LAW  Oh, I have been most uncouth to offer you nothing special at all. But will you not have another cup? 

SON-IN-LAW  No, no. I have drunk quite enough already, but since something else might just appear if I were to drink more, I will accept another cup. 

FATHER-IN-LAW  For that I humbly thank you. Taro Kaja, take the cup to him. And fill it to the brim.

TARO KAJA  As you say, Sir. Let me fill it to the brim. 

SON-IN-LAW  Oh, it is full, it is full. Hey, I say, Father-in-Law.

FATHER-IN-LAW  Huh? 

SON-IN-LAW  Since I was a little boy, I have had such a poor memory that it has been a great trouble, and it gets even worse when I drink.

FATHER-IN-LAW  That seems to be the case indeed.

SON-IN-LAW  And since you, Father-in-Law, are also a good drinker, it would be best for you to think things over with great care.

FATHER-IN-LAW  That is true.

SON-IN-LAW  It would be best for you to give what should be given, and bring out the things that are to be given quickly in order to settle matters clearly. 

FATHER-IN-LAW  That seems to be the case indeed.

SON-IN-LAW  Well, what I am trying to say is that when one has been drinking, one may well forget to give me what one is supposed to for this ceremony today. 

FATHER-IN-LAW  Oh, no, there were not such a great number of dishes that I could have forgotten anything. 

SON-IN-LAW  No, no. Though I am certain that there is something more that should appear, I can tell you it has been a most plentiful meal.

FATHER-IN-LAW  Will you not have another cup? 

SON-IN-LAW  You are offering me wine again? No, I've had enough.

FATHER-IN-LAW  If that is the case, I will put the cup away.

SON-IN-LAW  Oh, don't be so difficult. It doesn't matter who does it. Taro Kaja, put the cup away!

TARO KAJA  As you say, Sir. 

FATHER-IN-LAW  My son-in-law seems quite out of sorts.

SON-IN-LAW  I must be on my way.

FATHER-IN-LAW  Just stay with me until the sun sets and go after we have had a little more time to talk.

SON-IN-LAW  Well, since I have had plenty of wine already, and it seems as though nothing else special is going to appear, I am saying that I am going to go home now.

FATHER-IN-LAW  Well, well, I am so happy that you came to visit me today, and I will come to visit you some day very soon.

SON-IN-LAW  Well, I say, you may do just as you please. 

WIFE  What is this? I will be on my way home too. 

FATHER-IN-LAW  I say, I say, Daughter. This is a letter of guarantee for one hundred pieces of gold. I had prepared it for my son-in-law and meant to hand it to him in celebration of the ceremony today, but since he has already left, I cannot give it to him. Also I had planned to give him my family heirloom gold sword for which I sent it out for repairs, but since I asked for it to be done so suddenly, it is not yet ready. As I will send the sword as soon as it is ready along with the gold pieces, you take this letter of guarantee home with you now and explain the situation well to Son-in-Law.

WIFE  Well, I must say, I am most grateful, and I will explain everything with care to my husband. So now I will be on my way.

FATHER-IN-LAW  I am glad you came.

WIFE  I say, I say. This is your gift. Please receive it. 

SON-IN-LAW  You mean that a gold sword and lots of gold pieces are a single sheet of paper? I was really deceived!

WIFE  Who it is you think has deceived you? 

SON-IN-LAW  You and everybody else. Why do you follow me? 

WIFE  I am going back with you. 

SON-IN-LAW  To where? 

WIFE  To where else but our home? 

SON-IN-LAW  You mean to my place? 

WIFE  Of course, I do!

SON-IN-LAW  (Laughing.)  You rascal! What nonsense you talk! Who would let a liar like you into his house?! 

WIFE  What do you mean by liar? 

SON-IN-LAW  You said that that single piece of paper is a gold sword and lots of gold, so take it with you and go back to your own home.

WIFE  So does this mean that you are divorcing me?

SON-IN-LAW  That goes without saying. 

WIFE  Well, I must say, you are a coward! Since I am now free, I really should not go to the trouble to tell you this, but what my Daddy said was that he had planned to give you the family heirloom gold sword for which he sent it out for repairs, but since he asked for it to be done so suddenly, it is not yet ready. Also, this is a letter of guarantee for one hundred pieces of gold that he prepared for you and meant to hand to you in celebration of the ceremony today, but since you had already left, he could not give it to you. And as he will send the sword as soon as it is ready along with the gold pieces, I should take this letter of guarantee home with me and explain the situation well to you. But you are so short tempered that you did not even wait to find out the truth. What a ridiculous man you are! 

SON-IN-LAW  Is what you say really true?

WIFE  It's a lie. 

SON-IN-LAW  First let me see that letter of guarantee.

WIFE  No, I will not! 

SON-IN-LAW  How can you be so hard-hearted. The truth of the matter is, I was only testing your true feelings. Here, here. Let me have it.

WIFE  No, I will not. 

SON-IN-LAW  You are making things difficult. If that is the case, just come back home with me. Come, come. Let us be on our way.

WIFE  To where? 

SON-IN-LAW  To home.

WIFE  To what home? 

SON-IN-LAW  Well, to my home! 

WIFE  After giving me a divorce, do you really think you can take me back home with you.

SON-IN-LAW  That was just a joke. 

WIFE  This is the token of my divorce. From now on, I can just go find another man for myself if I like.

SON-IN-LAW  I was gravely mistaken. Please forgive me and give me that letter.

WIFE  No matter what you say, I will not. 

SON-IN-LAW  How can you be so cruel? Do you not know well my heart? I fold my hands in supplication, begging your forgiveness, so please give it to me. 

WIFE  If that is the case, you must promise to never do such a thing again. 

SON-IN-LAW  (Singing.)

Oh, my dearest, darling wife, 

Oh, my dearest, darling wife, 

This is not the first time we have had a lover's spat between us, 

So come on and forgive me, my darling wife, 

So come on and forgive me, my darling wife, 

Let us join hands and make up,

For if we consider things with care, 

We will find that this letter of guarantee

Is the very deity that binds us two together.

      (Speaking.) Oh, darling, come along with me.

WIFE  With all my heart.

(Source: Kyogen Shusei, 545-548, Nogaku Shorin, Tokyo, 1974)




