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RICH MAN  I am a resident of this neighborhood. I have a single daughter, and I have decided I will give her hand in marriage to anyone at all who is skilled in Mathematics. I will put up a notice board to that effect. I must put up my notice board quickly. (He puts up his notice board on the upstage right pillar.)  I will call my servant Taro Kaja and instruct concerning this matter. Taro Kaja! Are you there?

TARO KAJA  Here!

RICH MAN  There you are.

TARO KAJA  At your service, Sir.

RICH MAN  You came quite quickly. The matter I have called you here about is of no great import. I have put up a notice board that I will give my daughter's hand in marriage to anyone at all who is skilled in Mathematics. If any prospective son-in-law should arrive, you must inform me. 

TARO KAJA  With all my heart.

RICH MAN  Ei.

TARO KAJA  Ha.

RICH MAN  Ei. 

SON-IN-LAW 2  I a resident of this neighborhood. There is a rich man near here who has a single daughter and he has put up a notice board that he will give his daughter's hand in marriage to anyone at all who is skilled in Mathematics. I have decided to go there and become his son-in-law. I must hurry on my way. Truly, there are amusing people in the world. Most people want a son-in-law who is handsome or who comes from a good family. Seeking for one who is skilled in Mathematics is a most unusual thing. Well, here I am already. First I will announce myself. Hello in there. Is anybody home? 

TARO KAJA  Well, someone is at the door? Who is there?

SON-IN-LAW 2  Tell your master I have come in answer to the notice board as a prospective son-in-law. 

TARO KAJA  I will tell him. Please wait right there for a moment. 

SON-IN-LAW 2  With all my heart. 

TARO KAJA  (To RICH MAN.) I have a matter to report to you. A prospective son-in-law has arrived in answer to the notice board. 

RICH MAN  Tell him to come all the way in here.

TARO KAJA  As you say, Sir. (To the SON-IN-LAW FROM TSU.) Please come all the way in here.

SON-IN-LAW 2  With all my heart. (To RICH MAN.) I request your kind hospitality.

RICH MAN  It is good you have come. I put up a notice board to the effect that I will accept anyone who is skilled in Mathematics as my son-in-law. Are you such a one? 

SON-IN-LAW 2  As I have studied Mathematics assiduously since I was a child, I am quite skilled in the subject. 

RICH MAN  In that case, I wish to ask you the sum of all the spots on five hundred pairs of dice. Please tell me the answer. 

SON-IN-LAW 2  Just what might that sum be? This is a most unexpected question you ask. If five times six is thirty and five times five is twenty-five, is not the answer three thousand and seven or eight hundred? 

RICH MAN  That is not precise enough. You appear to be quite immature in the field of Mathematics. 

SON-IN-LAW 2  Please wait just a moment. As there are one thousand dice in five hundred pairs, to begin with, there are one thousand ones. . . (He begins counting on his fingers.)

RICH MAN  No, no. This will not do. Taro Kaja! Send him away.

TARO KAJA  As you say, Sir. (To SON-IN-LAW 2.) Come, come. Be on your way back home. 

SON-IN-LAW 2  Well, I must say, what a pity. (He exits.)

SON-IN-LAW 3  I a resident of this neighborhood. There is a rich man near here who has a single daughter and he has put up a notice board that he will give his daughter's hand in marriage to anyone at all who is skilled in Mathematics. I have decided to go there and become his son-in-law. I must hurry on my way. Truly, a father-in-law who is interested in Mathematics must be a highly skilled in the field himself. If I succeed in becoming his son-in-law, I will work hard to make a living and demonstrate my filial piety. Well, here I am already. First I will announce myself. Hello in there. Is anybody home? 

TARO KAJA  Well, someone is at the door? Who is there?

SON-IN-LAW 3  Tell your master I have come in answer to the notice board as a prospective son-in-law. 

TARO KAJA  I will tell him. Please wait right there for a moment. 

SON-IN-LAW 3  With all my heart. 

TARO KAJA  (To RICH MAN.) I have a matter to report to you. A prospective son-in-law has arrived in answer to the notice board. 

RICH MAN  Tell him to come all the way in here.

TARO KAJA  As you say, Sir. (To the SON-IN-LAW FROM TSU.) Please come all the way in here.

SON-IN-LAW 3  With all my heart. (To RICH MAN.) I request your kind hospitality.

RICH MAN  I am pleased to make your acquaintance. I put up a notice board to the effect that I will accept anyone who is skilled in Mathematics as my son-in-law. Are you such a one? 

SON-IN-LAW 3  As I have been most fond of Mathematics since I was a child, I am quite skilled in the subject. 

RICH MAN  In that case, I wish to ask you the sum of all the spots on five hundred pairs of dice. Please tell me the answer. 

SON-IN-LAW 3  I have never seen that many together at one time before. First bring me an abacus to use. 

RICH MAN  There is no need for an abacus. You seem to have no skill in Mathematics.

SON-IN-LAW 3  I have no confidence in arbitray estimation.

RICH MAN  It appears you have no knowledge of the Laws of Mathematics. You must leave and go back home now.

SON-IN-LAW 3  If that is the case, I will work it out carefully and come back tomorrow.

RICH MAN  No, no.  This will not do. Taro Kaja! Send him away.

TARO KAJA  As you say, Sir. (To SON-IN-LAW 2.) Come, come. Be on your way back home. 

SON-IN-LAW 3  Well, I must say, what a short temper he has. (He exits.)

SON-IN-LAW 1  I am a well-known mathematician. There is a rich man near here who has a single daughter and he has put up a notice board that he will give his daughter's hand in marriage to anyone at all who is skilled in Mathematics. I have decided to go there and become his son-in-law. I must hurry on my way. Truly, It is said that the skills necessary to a man are reading, writing, arithmetic. And among these, with arithmetic, one can calculate any and all things. And the ability to know how to estimate with precision even the greatest numbers is one of the virtures of Mathematics. Well, here I am already. First I will announce myself. Hello in there. Is anybody home? 

TARO KAJA  Well, someone is at the door? Who is there?

SON-IN-LAW 1  Tell your master I have come in answer to the notice board as a prospective son-in-law. 

TARO KAJA  I will tell him. Please wait right there for a moment. 

SON-IN-LAW 1  With all my heart. 

TARO KAJA  (To RICH MAN.) I have a matter to report to you. A prospective son-in-law has arrived in answer to the notice board. 

RICH MAN  Tell him to come all the way in here.

TARO KAJA  As you say, Sir. (To the SON-IN-LAW FROM TSU.) Please come all the way in here.

SON-IN-LAW 1  With all my heart. (To RICH MAN.) I request your kind hospitality.

RICH MAN  It is good you have come. I put up a notice board to the effect that I will accept anyone who is skilled in Mathematics as my son-in-law. Are you such a one? 

SON-IN-LAW 1  I am certain there is hardly any one else throughout all Japan who can stand as my equal. I will demonstrate Chinese calculation or tossing calculation, or any other sort of calculation you may desire for you. 

RICH MAN  If that is the case, I will pose the question now. What is the sum of all the spots on five hundred pairs of dice. 

SON-IN-LAW 1  That is a sum everybody knows. Please give me a more difficult problem. 

RICH MAN  No. First I wish to hear the answer to this one. 

SON-IN-LAW 1  In that case, I will tell it to you.  One is one thousand, two is two thousand, three is three thousand, and four is four thousand. Added together, they all come to ten thousand. Then five is five thousand and six is six thousand. Added together, these come to eleven thousand and five hundred, making the total number of dice spots twenty one thousand. And I am certain there is no mistake. 

RICH MAN  Well, I must say, you are indeed a great mathematician. I will indeed accept you are my son-in-law. While I realize it may seem sudden, as today is fortunately an auspicious day, I will now present you with your award. In other words, I will introduce you to my daughter. Taro Kaja, bring my daughter in here. 

TARO KAJA  As you say, Sir. (He exits and comes back on leading OTSU.)

RICH MAN  Well now, I will retire from active life. You two confer carefully concerning the setting up of your household. I say, I say, Daughter. This man here is your SON-IN-LAW. As you will be man and wife from now on, you must get along well, you must take care to build a fine household together, and you must demonstrate fidelity to me. Please take good care of her, dear Son-in-Law. I will now retire to an inner room. 

      (The RICH MAN and TARO KAJA exit. The SON-IN-LAW stands in the center of the room looking embarrassed.)

SON-IN-LAW 1  Oh, I must say, how happy I am, how very happy. Everything has come out right for me. (He laughs.) But, oh, how embarrassed and shy I feel. As soon as I so much as think about speaking to her, my body begins to shake a tremble as though taken with a fright. And I have no strength in either my legs or arms. I must calm myself down, for they say that the heart of a man must be sturdy as a temple pillar. I must pluck up my heart and speak to her. Oh, I say, I say. As my father-in-law just now said, as we are now man and wife, let us remain together for five hundred eighty years. (The WOMAN nods vigorously and the SON-IN-LAW laughs joyfully.) Oh, I must say, how happy, how happy I am! When I said that we should remain together for five hundred eighty years. . .(Nodding.) Uh, huh! Uh, huh! (Laughing.) Come, come. Let us meet face to face. Take off your brocade veil. (The WOMAN shakes her head vigorously.) What's that? You say you will not? So that must mean that you are shy. The fact of the matter is, I am also feel shy. But even so, we cannot leave things this way. Now take off your veil. How can you continue to refuse?! How long do you think you can keep your face covered? I will remove it for you. (He forcibly removes the veil, and falls to the floor in shock when he sees how ugly her face is.) What could that be? What a strange looking woman. (He runs off.)

WOMAN  I say, I say. Where are you going? 

SON-IN-LAW 1  I am not going anywhere. 

WOMAN  (Grabbing a hold of him.) You and I. . . 

SON-IN-LAW 1  Here, here! People will see us!

WOMAN  . . . must remain together for five hundred eighty years.

SON-IN-LAW 1  This is what's good for the likes of you. (He throws her to the ground.) Even if it were to make me a wealthy man, how could I put up with the likes of her. 

WOMAN  Where are you going?! (Chasing him off.) 

SON-IN-LAW  Forgive me, forgive me.

(Source: Kyogen Shusei, 171-173, Nogaku Shorin, Tokyo, 1974)




