The Long-Nosed Demon Wedding

(Tengu no Yometori) 

Father Demon

Groom

Groom's Relatives 

Bride

Bride's Attendants

FATHER DEMON  I am a long-nosed demon and a long-time resident of this mountain. As today is a most auspicious day, I expect the arrival of my son's new bride from Mount Atago for their wedding. Here, here! Is anybody about? (He calls the GROOM'S RELATIVES.) The promised time has come. My son's new bride is expected to fly here in her carriage any minute. Get ready for her arrival. Hiii, yoro, yoro. (Crying like a kite, he sits down stage left.) 

GROOM'S RELATIVES AND BRIDE'S ATTENDANTS  Hiii. Hiii. 

      (The GROOM sits next to him, and the GROOM'S RELATIVES sit in a line next to the GROOM that extends to upstage center. The CHIEF RELATIVE who sits at the end of the line rises to greet the BRIDE'S ATTENDANTS who sit in a line that begins down stage right and extends all the way upstage, facing the line of the FATHER DEMON, the GROOM, and their RELATIVES. Then the BRIDE flies on in her carriage.)

BRIDE'S ATTENDANTS  (Singing.)

With her lovely pointed face like her parents' 

The bride sets out with high hopes, 

(Trip.) 

Leaving the Plain of Star Anise Trees on Mount Atago, 

Leaving the Plain of Star Anise Trees on Mount Atago, 

Hearts aflutter along the road, 

All the Mizogoe Long-Nosed Demons,

Come accompanying the bride,

Finally arriving at the groom's cryptomeria gate. 

      (The CHIEF BRIDE'S ATTENDANT announces their arrival, and the CHIEF GROOM'S RELATIVE goes to answer the door and invite the BRIDE'S ENTOURAGE to come inside. The BRIDE'S ATTENDANTS sit in a row from down to upstage right, facing the row of the GROOM and his RELATIVES on the opposite side of the stage. All ceremoniously exchange cups of wine, and finally there is a call for entertainment.) 

GROOM'S ATTENDANTS  What sort of entertainment would be best? 

BRIDE'S ATTENDANT  Since she was a child, the bride has always loved war games, sumo and stone fights, so something of that sort would be best. 

BRIDE  Sumo! Sumo!

GROOM'S ATTENDANTS  She says she wants sumo. Then we will do sumo to entertain her. 

      (The HEAD GROOM'S RELATIVE acts as referee for the ensuing matches. The BRIDE is overjoyed.)

FATHER DEMON I will compose and sing a felicitous song in celebration of this happy occasion. You all sing with me. 

FATHER DEMON (Singing.) 

In accordance with the bride's tastes,

In accordance with the bride's tastes,

Everybody beats each other about the head and shoulders,

Like winds of fire and winds of earth,

Grabbing each other and rolling about on the ground,

The pleasant sight purifies the heart.

Husband and wife dance and play together, 

Husband and wife dance and play together, 

Joyful forever side by side.

      (There is dancing by all in illustration of the lyrics, and finally the FATHER DEMON strikes a pose in the center between the BRIDE and GROOM. The FATHER DEMON takes a step forward and makes a closing kite-like cry. Then all leave the stage crying in kite-like joy.) 

(Source: Kyogen Shusei, 301-302, Nogaku Shorin, Tokyo, 1974)



